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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 1701 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CSCE, SW, PL, CZ 

SUBJECT: SWEDISH TRAVEL DIFFICULTIES WITH POLAND AND 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: IN THE LATEST OF A SERIES OF 
INCIDENTS, THREE SWEDISH CITIZENS, TWO OF THEM FORMER 
POLISH CITIZENS AND JEWISH, WERE REFUSED ENTRY TO POLAND 
ON APRIL 3 AND SENT BACK TO SWEDEN BY POLISH AUTHORITIES 
AT GOP EXPENSE. THEY WERE GIVEN NO EXPLANATION WHY 
THEY WERE CONSIDERED UNDESIRABLE VISITORS, AND UPON THEIR 
RETURN TO SWEDEN PROTESTED TO THE POLISH EMBASSY AND THE 
SWEDISH MFA THAT SWEDISH CITIZENS ARE NOT TREATED IN POLAND 
AS POLISH CITIZENS ARE TREATED IN SWEDEN. THE MFA RESPONDED 
THAT IT WOULD TRANSMIT SUCH CASES TO THE SWEDISH EMBASSY 
IN WARSAW AND TAKE THEM UP "AT EVERY POSSIBLE OCCASION." 

2. THE TRAVELLERS AND THE PRESS CHARGE THAT POLAND 
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HABITUALLY DISCRIMINATES AGAINST FORMER POLISH CITIZENS 
WHO ARE OF JEWISH EXTRACTION. SOME 30 SWEDISH CITIZENS 
OF POLISH BIRTH, ALMOST ALL OF THEM JEWISH, HAVE BEEN 
REJECTED AT THE POLISH FRONTIER IN THE PAST TWO YEARS, 
NOTWITHSTANDING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN POLAND AND SWEDEN 
WHICH SINCE 1974 PROVIDES FOR FREE TRAVEL WITHOUT VISAS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, BOTH COUNTRIES 
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RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT "UNDESIRABLE PERSONS." IN 
DISCUSSING THE PROBLEM, ONE PAPER COMMENTED THAT "THE 
COMBINATION OF EX-POLISH CITIZEN AND JEW IS CONSIDERED 
TO BE REASON ENOUGH TO REFUSE ENTRY TO POLAND." 

3. IN ANOTHER TRAVEL CASE INVOLVING CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

TWO SWEDISH JOURNALISTS FOR THE PAPER EXPRESSEN WERE 
REFUSED VISAS IN EARLY APRIL WHEN THEY APPLIED TO 
ACCOMPANY A SWEDISH HOCKEY TEAM TO PRAGUE. THE REFUSAL 
WAS NOT EXPLAINED, BUT EXPRESSEN’S CHIEF EDITOR SPECULATED 
THAT THE REFUSAL WAS DUE TO THE PAPER'S EXTENSIVE 
COVERAGE OF CHARTER 77 AND FAMILY REUNIFICATION CASES 
INVOLVING CZECHS. THE SWEDISH ICE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
SUBSEQUENTLY INFORMED CZECH AUTHORITIES THAT IF THE VISAS 
WERE NOT FORTHCOMING THE ENTIRE TRIP WOULD BE CANCELLED. 

A SIMILAR INCIDENT IN 1971 RESULTED IN SUCH A CANCELLATION, 
BUT THIS TIME, ACCORDING TO THE MFA, THE CZECHS HAVE 
APPARENTLY CHANGED THEIR MINDS AND RECENTLY APPROVED THE 
VISAS. END UNCLASSIFIED 

4. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: SWEDISH MFA SOURCE INFORMED 
EMBASSY OFFICER THAT THE PROBLEM WITH POLAND IS A 
SENSITIVE ONE WHICH HAS BEEN TAKEN UP SEVERAL TIMES 
WITH LITTLE PROGRESS. THE MFA HAS THE CLEAR IMPRESSION 
THAT THE POLICY OF REFUSAL IS BASED ON ANTI-SEMITISM, 

AND THE OFFICIAL SAID THAT SUCH DECISIONS APPEAR TO BE 
TAKEN AT A HIGH ADMINISTRATIVE LEVEL, RATHER THAN 
POLITICAL, BY PEOPLE WHO WERE INVOLVED IN PUSHING JEWS 
OUT OF POLAND AROUND 1968. THE POLES INSIST THAT THEY ARE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STOCKH 01701 210933Z 

NOT REQUIRED TO GIVE REASONS FOR REFUSALS AND RESPOND 
THAT EACH DECISION INVOLVES SPECIFIC REASONS PERTAINING 
TO EACH PERSON. THE POLES REJECT ANY IMPLICATION OF ANTI- 
SEMITISM IN THEIR POLICY. 

5. PROBLEM IS PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE, THE OFFICIAL 
EXPLAINED, BECAUSE SWEDEN ALSO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 
REJECT "UNDESIRABLE" POLISH VISITORS AND HAS DONE SO, 

THOUGH NO MORE THAN 3 TIMES AS COMPARED TO OVER 30 
REJECTIONS BY POLAND. ON EACH OCCASION OF REJECTION BY 
THE GOS, THE POLES HAVE INQUIRED, APPARENTLY ATTEMPTING TO 
DRAW PARALLELS, AND EACH TIME THE MFA HAS RESPONDED WITH 
SPECIFIC REASONS, ON CONTRAST TO THE POLISH REFUSAL TO DO SO. 
THE ISSUE WILL PROBABLY BE DISCUSSED DURING HIGH-LEVEL 
SWEDISH-POLISH CONTACTS, AS YET UNANNOUNCED, SOME TIME THIS 
SUMMER. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

SMITH 
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